away grain for the spring sowing, once again
the first and second mixed detachments went
ploughing, this time without any competition.
And only then did we get an official permit
from the People's Commissariat for Education
in Kharkov to inspect the Popov estate on
the Dnieper.

The general meeting of the colonists, on
hearing my communication and handing the
paper from the People's Commissariat for
Education from one to another, felt that
this was a serious matter. For we had another
paper in our possession in which the People's
Commissariat for Education requested the
Zaporozhye Regional Executive Committee
to place the Popov estate at the disposal of
the colony.

At that time we thought these papers
represented a final solution of the question;
now we had nothing to do but draw a breath
of relief and forget our incessant discussions
concerning abandoned estates, unsuccessful
colonies, moribund monasteries and aristo-
cratic country homes not yet called into new
life; now we could forget the legend of the
Hortitsa island, pack up our possessions,
and go.

The general meeting selected Mitka Zhe-
vely to go with me to inspect and take over
the Popov estate. Mitka was now fifteen years
old. He had for Ipng been a head taller than
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